PREFACE

One question we naturally ask ourselves is, " What is left to
the explorer to do? What areas still remain for his conquest? "
To the layman there seems little left to be done. Man even has
been able to look down on Everest. We seem a long way from
the days when medieval geographers labelled large spaces of the
earth with the ominous words " Here are griffins, hydras, and
chimaeras dire. ..." I may say that we still have work for the
explorer in Canada. I need not mention the British-Canadian
Arctic expedition of 1936, and the party which surveyed the
little-known coast of Ellesmere Land a year or two ago. The
Government of Canada is happy to lend its co-operation in all
such efforts. There is plenty of room for the adventurous in our
north country and plenty of romance still to be found. In 1937
there was actually discovered, by accident, a new North-west
Passage when the Hudson Bay steamer Nascopie on her annual
voyage was surprised to meet a schooner in Bellot Strait coming
from the opposite direction. The aeroplane is playing its part
in exploration. A few years ago two of our scientists flew over
the Magnetic North Pole, and over 770,000 square miles have
been mapped from the air.

THE HON. VINCENT MASSEY, in an address to the Royal
Geographical Society, June 26, 1939

IT seems clear that even in Canada we are a long way from
writing the last chapter in the story of exploration. By an
Order in Council of January 14, 1939, the Norwegian Govern-
ment claimed sovereignty over a large stretch of Antarctica
(from Coats Land to the boundary of the Australian Antarctic
Territory), mainly as a consequence of the various expeditions
undertaken by Lars Christensen since 1930. Yet there still
remain thousands of square miles in Antarctica which have
never been seen even from an aeroplane. Even the coastline of
this huge continent is merely conjectural on the very latest
maps of Enderby Land and Dronning Maud Land for instance.
Similarly, our knowledge of the North Polar regions is limited
to a few traverses with huge tracts of unknown country (or sea)
intervening. Brazil and the Guianas are still in large part
inadequately mapped. As late as August 1936 Captain Caring-
ton Smith was leading an official expedition to discover where the
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